
Table of Contents

About the Author........................................................................................................ix
Acknowledgments...................................................................................................... x
Foreword.....................................................................................................................xi
Preface....................................................................................................................... xiii
Overview of American Residential Architectural Styles.................................... xv

Chapter 1	 Why Architecture?.................................................................................. 1	
	 Form and Function................................................................................... 1
	 Value Influences....................................................................................... 2
	 Influential Figures in American Architecture........................................ 3

Chapter 2	 Increasing Your Building IQ............................................................... 15
	 Lexicon of Building Elements............................................................... 15

Chapter 3	 Postmedieval English Style, 1600-1760.............................................. 39
	 Interesting Facts About Postmedieval English Architecture................ 40
	 Defining Characteristics of Postmedieval English Architecture......... 41
	 Anatomy of an Eighteenth-Century Home........................................... 50
	 The Pelatiah Leete House...................................................................... 50
	 The Samuel Pratt House........................................................................ 54

Chapter 4	 Early Colonial Styles, 1700s to Mid-1800s......................................... 55
	 Georgian and Federal Styles, Early 1700s to Early 1800s.................... 56
	 French Colonial Styles, Early 1700s to Mid-1800s............................... 64
	 Spanish Colonial Styles, Early 1600s to 1850....................................... 68

Chapter 5	 Greek Revival Style, 1820-1860........................................................... 73
	 Defining Characteristics of Greek Revival Architecture...................... 74

Chapter 6	 Romantic Styles, 1830-1870................................................................. 79
	 Italianate Style........................................................................................ 79
	 Gothic Revival Style............................................................................... 85
	 Octagon Style.......................................................................................... 86



	 vi	 Identifying Residential Architectural Styles

Chapter 7	 Second Empire Style, 1855-1885......................................................... 91
	 Interesting Facts About the Second Empire Style................................. 93
	 Defining Characteristics of the Second Empire Style.......................... 94
	 Alternate Formats................................................................................... 97
	 Interior Features..................................................................................... 98

Chapter 8	 Victorian Styles, 1860-1910.................................................................. 99
	 Defining Characteristics of the Victorian Style................................... 101
	 Queen Anne Style................................................................................. 101
	 Stick Style.............................................................................................. 102
	 Folk Victorian Style.............................................................................. 103
	 Shingle Style......................................................................................... 104
	 Richardsonian Romanesque Style....................................................... 106
	 Victorian-Era Hardware....................................................................... 107
	 An Evolution in Style............................................................................ 108

Chapter 9	 Craftsman Style, 1905-1930............................................................... 109
	 Defining Characteristics of the Craftsman Style................................ 110
	 Form and Function............................................................................... 112
	 Interior Features................................................................................... 113
	 Furniture............................................................................................... 114
	 Cousins of the Craftsman Style: Mission Style and Prairie Style....... 115

Chapter 10	 Kit Housing, 1908-1940...................................................................... 119
	 The Aladdin Company......................................................................... 120
	 Sears: “That’s Where America Shops”................................................ 121
	 Identifying Kit Houses.......................................................................... 122

Chapter 11	 Eclectic Styles, 1880-1960................................................................... 125
	 Colonial Revival Style.......................................................................... 126
	 Classical Revival Style.......................................................................... 126
	 Dutch Colonial Style............................................................................. 127
	 French Eclectic Style............................................................................ 127
	 Tudor Style............................................................................................ 128
	 Prairie Style........................................................................................... 128
	 Mission Style......................................................................................... 129
	 Pueblo Revival Style............................................................................. 130
	 Spanish Eclectic Style........................................................................... 130
	 Italian Renaissance Revival Style........................................................ 131
	 California Ranch Style......................................................................... 131



			   Table of Contents	 vii

Chapter 12	 Frank Lloyd Wright: America’s Preeminent Architect,  
	 1867-1959.............................................................................................. 133
	 Education and Apprenticeship............................................................ 134
	 Evolving Style....................................................................................... 136
	 Interior Features................................................................................... 137
	 Furniture............................................................................................... 138
	 Usonian Style, 1936-1960..................................................................... 139
	 Crowning Achievements...................................................................... 142

Chapter 13	 Modernist Styles, 1930-1965.............................................................. 145
	 Giants of Modernist Architecture........................................................ 147
	 Art Deco Style....................................................................................... 150
	 International Style................................................................................ 152
	 Midcentury Modern Style.................................................................... 153
	 Interior Features................................................................................... 156
	 Furniture............................................................................................... 157

Chapter 14	 The Value of Architecture.................................................................. 159
	 Case Study 1	 Usonian Frank Lloyd Wright Home  
		  in Wausau, Wisconsin.................................................. 161
	 Case Study 2	 Victorian Frank Lloyd Wright Home  
		  in La Grange, Illinois................................................... 162
	 Case Study 3	 Usonian/Modernist Frank Lloyd Wright Home  
		  in Baltimore.................................................................. 163
	 Case Study 4	 Mission/Post-Victorian Frank Lloyd Wright Home  
		  in Oak Park, Illinois...................................................... 165
	 Case Study 5	 Mission Frank Lloyd Wright Home in Milwaukee..... 166
	 Case Study 6	 Midcentury Modern Ulrich Franzen Home  
		  in Essex, Connecticut................................................... 168
	 Case Study 7	 Midcentury Modern Philip Johnson Home  
		  in New Canaan, Connecticut....................................... 170
	 Case Study 8	 Modernist Marcel Breuer Home and Residence  
		  in New Canaan............................................................. 172
	 Case Study 9	 Historically Accurate Dutch Colonial Home  
		  in Guilford, Connecticut............................................... 173
	 Summary of Case Studies.................................................................... 174
	 Final Words on Value Premiums......................................................... 174

Glossary of Architectural Styles........................................................................... 177
Glossary of Architectural Terms.......................................................................... 181


