
 
 
 
September 28, 2012 
 
Mr. Rick Baumgardner 
Chair 
Appraiser Qualifications Board 
The Appraisal Foundation 
1155 15th Street, NW, Suite 1111 
Washington, DC  20005 
 
Re: Second Exposure Draft of Proposed Personal Property Appraiser Qualification 
Criteria 
 
Dear Chair Baumgardner: 
 
On behalf of the 23,000 designated members, associates and affiliates of the Appraisal Institute, 
please accept these comments in response to the proposed changes to the Proposed Personal 
Property Appraiser Criteria.  
 
The Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB) was established to set minimum appraiser 
qualifications for licensure or certification. With this exposure draft, the AQB proposes to 
establish minimum criteria for professional appraisal designations conferred by professional 
appraisal organizations in personal property appraisal. We believe that the proposal will 
confuse clients, users and others about the nature of AQB activities.  
 
According to the Exposure Draft: 
 

The Criteria is intended to be a guide in establishing minimum education and experience 
recommendations in the credentialing of qualified personal property appraisers by 
educational institutions and professional organizations that offer designations for 
personal property appraisers. The Criteria establishes minimum requirements for all 
personal property appraisers who are members of sponsoring organizations of TAF. 
Personal property appraisers who are not members of sponsoring organizations are 
encouraged, but may not be required, to follow the minimum education and 
experience recommendations established by the Criteria. 

 
To this point, the AQB has related its activities to state certification and licensure, not the realm 
of private credentialing or accreditation by professional organizations. This proposal marks a 
significant departure from this framework. We believe that this proposal expands the divide 
between the real property and personal property professions, furthering double standards that 
exist between the real and personal property appraisal professions.  
 
As you know, real property appraisers are subject to minimum state certification and licensing 
requirements, whereas personal property appraisers are not, at this point. The AQB’s proposal 
acknowledges the current circumstances; however, it does so by intermixing two entirely 
different credentialing constructs – one intended to be issued by government institutions and 
another by professional appraisal associations. This has the potential to greatly confuse the 
public about the role of the AQB, especially in the real property realm.  
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We believe that it is inappropriate for professional personal property appraisal organizations that 
wish to effectively establish minimum designation criteria to do so under the realm of the AQB. 
Such an undertaking is best achieved independent of the AQB, which is recognized by 
Congress to establish minimum criteria for real property certification and licensure.     
 
Therefore, we respectfully request that the AQB withdraw its proposal to establish minimum 
education and experience recommendations for the credentialing of qualified personal property 
appraisers by professional organizations.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Exposure Draft.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
//x 
 
Appraisal Institute 
 


