
Welcome to 

Advanced Residential Applications and Case Studies 

Notice that the word ‘Advanced’ is emphasized in the above program title. In Part 1 we will solve a 

moderately complex single-family case study. In Part 2, we will write eight sections of a narrative 

appraisal report. If you have signed on for both parts, you will have two multiple-choice exams as well as 

the writing assignments. If you attend both Parts 1 and 2, pass the exams and pass the writing 

assignments you will receive credit for the SRA demonstration report.  

The goal of the course is to develop a technically correct value conclusion and to write a persuasive 

argument in favor of your conclusion. To meet the goals of the course, some advance preparation is 

needed. The Student Preparation Letter that was included with the required program downloads 

provides some suggestions. The information in this document supplements that letter.  

It is suggested that you thoroughly read and reread the case included in your course materials, mark it 

up, take notes, and start working through the first few problems. An excel spreadsheet is included with 

the required program downloads to print and use to take detailed notes. It is not necessary to complete 

the valuation, but it would not hurt to rough it out. Review the highest and best use questions in the 

workbook, it is likely that you have never had to analyze (and write) a highest and best use with this 

level of detail. You will not be able to complete a proper highest and best use analysis until you have 

finished the valuation, so don’t spend too much time on this assignment.  

 Part 2 has two options. The first is to write the assignments from scratch. You should use Word (version 

2010, 2013, 365, or 2016 if possible) or an alternate and Excel or an alternate. Some of the writing is 

completed in class; a computer is needed. Most students complete the first option.  Instructors are 

available to help, but some skills with Word and Excel on your part will help.  At a minimum, you should 

be able create and open a folder and a file. You should be able to create a table (3 columns and 5 lines 

for example). You should be able to add, subtract, multiply, and divide the contents of cells. You should 

be able to create a basic formula. You do not need to be able to do linear regression, create complex 

charts, or other fancy stuff. You should be able to copy a table or chart from Excel into Word. You should 

be able to change font size, change font, set tabs, and generally create a document in Word. If this is 

foreign to you, I love the “Dummy” series.  

The second option is to complete the assignments using the AI Report format. This format may or may 

not be familiar to you, but can be found in your form software programs. Many residential appraisers 

exclusively write appraisals using a form report. Experience has shown that those completing the form 

option do not have an advantage or a disadvantage over those writing in Word and Excel (if you have 

minimal Word and Excel skills). If you are going to use this option, you will complete the entire form. 

Some advanced preparation is a good idea. If you have never used this form, you might try a practice 

appraisal before coming to class. Very few students use the second option.  

This information and your advance preparation will enhance your learning experience. We look forward 

to working with you soon! 


